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a primitive tribe as the Todas of the Nilgiri Hills in Southern India, and amongst such an unorthodox people as the Badagas of the same range of hills.1
On the twelfth day, the last of the various funeral ceremonies is performed. It is called the sapindi karanam; but this rite will be described later on when I come to speak of shraddhas.
A few words should be said about mourning, for the Hindu idea of mourning is not conveyed by the English term. To the Hindu it means uncleanness, ceremonial defilement and it is quite apart from the natural sorrow caused to survivors by death* The word used for mourning, in the true Hindu sense, is ashushi or sutakam, both which words mean ceremonial defilement. The duration of this mourning varies according to the condition of the deceased. In the case of mere infants the time is about one day. In the case of a boy who has not yet been invested with the sacred thread, or of a girl not yet married, the time is three days; and after that, in either case, the proper time is ten days. In the case of a married female, whether she has joined her husband or not, her own parents and brothers and sisters observe this ceremonial mourning for three days. During these periods, the near relatives of the deceased are considered unclean, and their touch would ceremonially defile any person or thing. They must not enter their own kitchen or touch any cooking utensil. The food, during the days of mourning, must be prepared by some one not personally connected with the deceased, although of equal caste. Should they find it. impossible, on account of being at a long distance from their own caste people or other reasons, to obtain the services of a proper person to cook for them, they may procure provisions, and temporary cooking
1 See Chapter XIII under T6das and Badagas.
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